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far remained a highly unequal society in which only a handful
enjoyed relative affluence. A century of economic growth outlined
here could see the virtual conquest of scarcity, the end of the
age-old unequal world and the emergence of universal affluence.
When an economic historian will sit down around the end of the
next century to chronicle and assess the preceding two centuries,
he would feel what a great watershed that period was in world's
history. During it, average real per capita had risen over at least
100 times. If he had some statistical background, he may attempt
to estimate its economic attainments. If 6000 years of past history
were taken as one day, these 2 centuries would represent less than
an hour. But he would find that the real output of goods and services
produced in that hour of intense outburst of activity was at least
50 times higher than in the entire preceding period. In characteriz-
ing the early nineteenth-century world, he would be irresistibly
drawn to recall Milton's memorable words :
Me thinks I see in my mind a noble and puissant nation
rousing herself like a strong man after sleep
and shaking his invincible looks ;
Me thinks I see her as an eagle mewing her mighty youth
and kindling her undazzled eyes
at the full midday beam.
These two centuries would be regarded as the age of the economist
who as a friend, philosopher and guide led the world towards the
full realization of its age-old aspirations. His main task there-
after would be modest—to serve as a technician, or a glorified
accountant.
(2) Long arduous hours of work to make a bare living would
be then a mere historical curiosity. The work-week could have
fallen to merely one eight-hour day,ror four two-hour working days
owing to a continuous rise in productivity.
Such a fall in working hours iri&y sound too incredible to some,
but need not be dismissed as unrealizable. After all, since the
first May Day demonstration in the United States, the work-week
has fallen from some 70 hours to about 35, most of the fall having
taken place only during the last 40 years. Moreover, during these

